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Hello again Lions of 33Y,


The year is flying by! Five months gone already, and judging by your Activity Reports, you have all been very busy doing Lions work.  Thank You for your efforts so far this year.  During a number of my visitations, I was asked to install quite a few new members, which was music to my ears.  As I have said since the beginning of this year, membership growth is my number one priority.  If we end the year with a net increase of only one member, I will consider the year a success.  We have been declining in membership for too many years and it is time to reverse that trend.  IPDG Jean Martin, our Membership Chair this year, has been working hard to help Clubs increase their membership with the two Membership Training sessions which she organized earlier this year.  Her next effort is a New Member Orientation meeting to be held on January 12th at the Bluebonnet Diner in Northampton.  Flyers have been sent to all the Clubs already, however, details are also listed on the Announcements page in this Newsletter.  Please give membership your full attention this year.  It is extremely important to our District and to our organization as a whole.


This is also a very big year for the Lions of Massachusetts.  We must decide who we want to put forth as a candidate for International Director at the 2005 International Convention in Hong Kong, China.  If elected, our candidate from Massachusetts will represent the New England Region on the LCI Board.  As of November 17th, three candidates have been endorsed by their Districts.  Receiving the endorsements from their respective Districts were the candidates as follows: District N - PDG John Pettis, Jr., District K - PDG Dorman Picklesimer, and District S – PDG L. Doug Sime.  We will be electing one of them in May, at the State Convention in Hyannis, to represent us in Hong Kong.  By the time many of you read this newsletter, you may have already heard these three dedicated Lions speak at our Advisory Meeting on December 8th.  You will also get the chance to meet the candidates at our Mid-Winter Conference over the weekend of January 30, 31, & Feb 1 at the Sovereign Best Western Hotel in West Springfield.  All three are planning to attend and they will be hosting their own hospitality rooms that weekend.  Whether you will be a voting delegate at the State Convention or not, please take the time to meet these three gentlemen.  Any one of them would make an excellent International Director, however, we can only put forth one endorsed candidate from Massachusetts.  If you have not met any of them yet, I am sure you will have just as difficult a time as I will trying to decide who will get our vote.  Each candidate has his own distinct style and personality, however, all three have the heart of a true Lion.  I wish them all luck with their campaigns and look forward to hearing them speak during the coming months leading up to the election in Hyannis.


Another difficult duty of the District Governor is to select our District winner of the Peace Poster Contest. I had no idea picking a winner would be so tough.  We had six entries from the following Clubs: Cheshire Lions, East Longmeadow Lions, Hampden Lioness Club, Ludlow Lions, Southampton Lions, and the Williamsburg Lions.  After much deliberation and with the help of my wife and two daughters, I chose the entry from the Williamsburg Lions Club and submitted it to our Council Chairman, PDG Art Thomas. He must now pick a winner from among the five District winners, then submit it to the Public Relations Department at International Headquarters.  The state winner will be judged along with entries from all over the world and an International winner selected by February 1st.  The posters submitted were all wonderfully drawn with a lot of thought going into them.  When I was that age, I was drawing crude pictures of Fred Flintstone and Andy Capp.  Needless to say, my cartoonist career never got off the ground.


To those Clubs which I have visited already, Thank You for your hospitality and friendship.  I have enjoyed visiting your Club and having the opportunity to meet many of you for the first time.  If I have not visited your Club yet, I will get to you soon.  As of the end of November, VDG/CST Greg and I have visited 28 Clubs out of 44, which includes our two Lioness Clubs and one Leo Club.  I look forward to seeing you all soon, hopefully at the Mid-Winter Conference and the State Convention.  Keep doing the good work of Lions.  Those less fortunate need our help.  And remember the answer to this question, “What kind of day is it?”  There will be a quiz.

Yours in Lionism,

Lion Jim Gracia

District Governor
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THE HOOSAC VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL, NOVEMBER 3,  2003   INDUCTION OF LEOS


The first Leo Club, begun in Pennsylvania in 1957, had 26 members. Adams Lions Club sponsors a Leo Club at Hoosac Valley High School, with Lion Jim Dynes as Advisor. Leo President Brandon Russell reported that the Hoosac Valley Leo Club lost 31 members to graduation, BUT, gained 63 new members so far this year for a total of 136 members. 

Outstanding!..........


Adams Lions Club President Pat Socha welcomed all and congratulated the students.   Advisor Jim spoke of the Leo Club as, “A way of giving back to the community. It asks only that you say yes, when asked to help.” He told us the Club meets once a month. Some projects have been stuffing envelopes, standing guard at an Art Exhibit, Pancake 

Breakfasts, putting together and distributing bags of Halloween candy, cleaning eyeglasses, working Little League Tournaments, Senior Bingo, chaperoning High School Dances, hosting Dances and monitoring the Adams 225th Celebration just to name a few. Their major projects are “Create a Dream” and “Relay for Life.” With the Create a Dream project the Leos raised money to buy and distribute Christmas toys to 12 needy families. In the coming year they hope to add another family. With the Relay for Life they raised funds for Cancer research by walking for 20 hours, mostly in the pouring rain. Advisor Jim said, “They are the leaders of the future and from what I’ve seen in the last few years, we will certainly be in excellent hands.”……….


District Governor Jim Gracia said “District 33Y Lions are very proud to have such an active and successful Leo Club in our District.” He asked if they knew why it was important for the Lions Clubs to sponsor Leo Clubs. His reasons were that young people and their parents would be exposed to Lions Clubs ideals and goals and that hopefully some day, the parents as well as the Leos would join the Lions Clubs. He told the students to be proud of their Club and themselves.  Some things the students could look forward to gaining from the Leo Club were responsibility, self-confidence, being team members and leadership. “Lead by example,” he said. “Take advantage of your time in the Hoosac Valley Leo Club; being a Leo will give you the opportunity to do good in your community and do good for yourself.”………. 
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If you’re a Lion and a teacher, consider asking your Club to sponsor a Leo Club. Although this is the only Club in District 33Y, another may soon start in Greenfield. You’ll get all the help you need to succeed from Leo Advisor Jim Dynes, Membership Chair IPDG Jean Martin, and the rest of your District leadership………..
	


THE EYEMOBILE IS OFFICIALLY A CORPORATION!!!

As of the Cabinet Meeting, November 3, the District 33Y Eyemobile Corporation is now a 501 (c) 3 tax exempt organization. EyeMobile Clerk PDG Bill Rathbun received the final paper work from the Attorney General’s office. The Board is now ready to proceed asking for tax deductible grants to purchase and equip the vehicle. There’s $10,000 in the account now, and we will need a total of $150,000. The Eyemobile Board estimates the annual cost of operating the Eyemobile will be $20,000………..


President PDG Pam intends to issue an Appeal to local major corporations. The Appeal Drive would be held around Valentines Day. She can use your help and asks you to please submit to her corporation names, contact names, phone numbers, etc. from your favorite corporations, i.e., WalMart, KMart, etc. She will send requests to them for financial assistance. Several grant requests will be sent out in the near future to large private donors……….. 


The Eyemobile from District N was rented the last weekend in August by the Cummington and Deerfield Lions Clubs. 125 people were screened in two days with 10 cases  severe enough to warrant a follow-up exam by a doctor. This illustrates our need for an EyeMobile in District 33Y……….. 


PDG Pam will gladly speak at any Club or Zone Meeting to explain the EyeMobile or any aspect of this project.  Please contact her at 413-834-2011………..

Board Members:

President PDG Pamela T. Hodgkins

Vice President PDG, CC Arthur Thomas

Clerk PDG Bill Rathbun

Treasurer PCT David Gervais

Directors:

DG Jim Gracia, Chief Executive officer

IPDG Jean W. Martin

VDG/CST Greg Prentice

Director, Berkshire: ZC Richard Laing

Director, Franklin: David Shields

Director, Hampshire: ZC Richard Schmith

Director, Hampden: H. Paul Schofield

	

	




The First  Advisory Meeting was hosted by the Hinsdale Lions at the Dalton American Legion. Get ready to hear the phrase, “It’s a great day,” belted out at top lung capacity. District Governor Jim is going to be asking, “What kind of day is it?” for the rest of his year. He  opened the meeting by recognizing the Region Chair and the Zone Chairs, all of whom were present………..


The Governor said Lion Ron Cooper, Northampton, is doing well, but the District lost :


Hadley  PP Jack Kelly, Jr.

Huntington PP Ray Busch

               Southwick PDG Ken Phillips


Lanesboro Sitting President David Wood


Do you realize that our District boundaries in Massachusetts are the same as the Food Bank’s of Western Massachusetts? Guest Speaker David Sharkin revealed that it was IPDG Jean Martin who informed him of this fact.  She didn’t stop there. The Deerfield Club visited the Food Bank and had a tour of the 17,000 square foot facility that houses 4 trucks as well. This is the Food Bank’s twenty-first year of contributing to 420 local agencies which provide 6 ½ million pounds of food for 110,000 people in Western Mass. Eight hundred and fifty thousand people live in Western Mass. The poverty rate in this State is 12.7%. Children fill 43% of that number. Mr. Sharkin told us, “Our fellow Americans are struggling. We are not in competition…..we work very strong together.” As for our matching maps he told us they are, “…a natural connection…our District and region overlapping perfectly with District 33Y.” He would love to visit Clubs. Their newsletter is called Word Of Mouth……….


Leo President Brandon Russell reported  that his Club had lost 31 members to graduation and gained 63 with the incoming freshmen for a total of 136 members. Some of their projects: helping at the Adams 225th  Celebration, standing guard at an art show, “Create a Dream” and “Relay for Life.” Jim Dynes, who is doing a fabulous job, is the liaison between the Leo Club and the sponsoring Adams Lions……….. 


PDG Bill Rathbun told us that it is required for a Club President to attend Officer Training in order to receive Club President’s excellence award.  Training sessions took place at the Bluebonnet in Northampton………..


PDG Pam Hodgkins let us know that the Eyemobile 501(c)3 is officially a corporation. She mentioned that the Eyemobile Board was waiting “…for the last number…” from the Attorney General’s Office………..


Lion Bea Turner from Pittsfield Lions is District 33Y’s Speech Contest Chairwoman. “Who is a Hero in My Life?”..  


Barb Thomas chairs the Peace Poster Contest.  The topic this year is “Create a Brighter Tomorrow.”……...


As for the infamous Journey for Sight Moochathon, IPDG Jean asked us to use the form as a tool to interest new members. Lion Judi Thomas chaired the Moochathon last year, and IPDG Jean wants to beat the $4,000 amount that Judi raised. Every third excuse on the list is something that we, as Lions, do or support. IPDG Jean mentioned Dr. Hunter from the Boston Children’s Hospital. He is developing a Vision Screener for preschoolers to help them better tell the doctors what they see or don’t see. Once the Vision Screener is fully developed, he will donate one to every Eyemobile.  She went on to say that 17 Melvin Jones were handed out last year. There are already five so far this year. Her goal is to bestow 20.  Her parting words of wisdom? “MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP.”……….


District Governor Jim reminded us the Midwinter will be a Sock Hop. “Just go in your closet and find something you used to wear in the 50’s. You can let it out a little bit,” he told us………..


Lion David Shields from Charlemont spoke to us about the Public Display Board that he has created.  It lists the District Officers’ names and titles as well as a history of the Lions Organization.  It’s worth taking a look.  If you’d like to use it for upcoming events, please see Dave.  He would be honored to put it to good use………..


 VDG/CST Greg as VDG had nothing to say, CST Greg, however, thanked Mike Conner for the wonderful meal and reminded Clubs that some still owed Dues.……….


Club Announcements: Springfield, 16 Acres: Schepens and casino run.   Charlemont Lion Dave Shields told us about Doug Turner Athletic Day.  Doug was a  Mohawk school organ donor.  Dave  thanked Franklin County Fair for their Support.   Cheshire Lion PDG Chuck St. John had some smelly land for sale at the upcoming Cow Flop Derby.   Lion Randy from Granby reminded us to get our RSVP’s back to him about their 50th  Anniversary party.   Northampton told us about their Car Show, raising money to help Habitat for Humanity, Ski and Skate Sale and the 350th Anniversary of Northampton Parade June 6, 2004.   CST Greg, Cummington, mentioned the 5th  Golf Skins Tourney  October 18th, in Goshen.    Paul Snow suggested showing Alabama coins for the Journey for Sight canisters, Helen Keller coin, Braille……….


Lion PDG Pete Converse went home a rich man.  He won the 5050 raffle………..

	




The Lions Orthoptic Clinic (LOC) was started in the early 1950’s by the Springfield 16 Acres Lions Club, and has filled a void in eye care in District 33Y since then. Currently we serve patients from Districts Y & A in Massachusetts, Southern Vermont and New Hampshire, Eastern New York and Western Connecticut. At this time it is funded by the Lions of District 33Y, some insurance reimbursements and patient payments based on income.……….


Shelley Klein Weiss, the Orthoptist, treats young children to adults who have vision problems that result from muscle problems, such as lazy eye. After several years of review, it was determined by the Board, and by Shelley, that an update of the equipment was desperately needed.  This is where the idea for an LCIF Matching Grant came in.……….


A Matching Grant request of $22,805 was sent to LCIF in the spring of 2003 after much hard work by Lion Jay Oelrich, in conjunction with then VDG Jim Gracia (both of  Easthampton Lions), Orthoptist Shelley Klein Weiss, and then DG Jean W. Martin (of the Deerfield Lions).  In July 2003, at the Lions Int’l  Convention, a favorable vote was passed by the LCIF Board. Soon after the Convention, we received a check in the amount of $11,402 from LCIF to modernize and upgrade the Clinic. It is up to the Lions in 33Y to fund the remaining $11,403………..


Much of the modernization process includes the updating of the exam chair, the examiner’s chair, new carpeting, the computer system and office furniture which includes waiting room furniture………..


After several months of hard work by Lion Jay and Orthoptist Shelley, much of the equipment has been ordered. The new carpet has been installed, and they have just got the Clinic updated with email!!!  We have received prisms, several smaller pieces of equipment and our new Visual Acuity Examination Equipment otherwise known as the BVAT which automates much of the exam. This unit includes a hearing impaired communications system which is very helpful. The exam chair, examiner’s chair and the hardware for the new computer system have also been installed………..  


Although much of the computer hardware, printer/scanner/copier/fax, some of the software (Microsoft word, email, etc.) has been installed, we are a long way from being done. Phase II of the modernization process includes determining the best software program to fit the billing, insurance, medical history and charting information that is required for a medical office such as the Orthoptic Clinic. It is not just picking a program, but choosing the one that will best suit our needs, is flexible and will be a success for us in the future………..


We have a laptop computer to set up, and Jay is in the process of setting up a Power Point Presentation with a projector.  Then Shelley will do professional presentations on behalf of the Clinic.  With this system, we will be able to display a full presentation about the Clinic, the Koch Award and the modernization process. These presentations will assist us in obtaining further funding, licensing and will be used at our Grand Reopening in the Spring of 2004………..     


When this process is complete, we will send a report to LCIF to close the grant.  We will continue to streamline all processes within the Clinic, including billing, payroll, etc. We hope to develop a major fund raising campaign which will include all areas from which our patients come.  At this time we are approximately $1,000 below the initial price quotes for this project………..   


Many Thanks to all those involved in the modernization project and to all Lions Clubs who assisted with the funding of this Clinic. Although we had been planning this project for some time, and much of the funding was in hand prior to the start, this has depleted much of our funding.  All Clubs are asked to consider the Lions Orthoptic Clinic when you make your annual contributions this year.  You or your Club may present the Koch Award to a deserving Lion or a member of your community you wish to recognize for $250. Or a standard donation can be sent.  Donations may be sent to Treasurer Jay Oelrich, 3 Spring St., Easthampton, MA  01027.  This is a 501 (c) 3 Tax Exempt Corporation, so donations are tax deductible………..


If your Club wishes to have a speaker from the Clinic (either a board member or the Orthoptist), or would like further information, please contact VP Jean W. Martin, IPDG: 413-774-5925, or jwmartinhl@yahoo.com,  


	



The Second Cabinet Meeting began with an invocation from Chaplain Don Adams: “Almighty Father, hear our humble prayer of the Lion members in attendance tonight and those throughout the world…May Angels guard and guide them through all they do to help those in need. Amen.” VDG/CST Greg’s words of wisdom for the day: “Thank you for making this day possible.”…………………………
Governor Jim informed us LCI has approved an extension of the Melvin Jones Fellowship Progressive Recognition Program which is up to $100,000. Lion Jim Allen’s selling 25 Club tickets, proceeds going to Orthoptic Clinic and Eyemobile…..……

Lion President Alice Liebenow, Cummington, reported at least 67 marchers in the Big E Parade in September….……………

IPDG Jean is Membership Chair.  New members have expressed a desire to have an official District Orientation Seminar. “Even if you joined yesterday or ten years ago, you can come,” she said. Two Membership Training Meetings were held in October-40 Lions attended. Another Training Meeting will be held in January. Last year 17 Melvin Jones Fellowships were awarded with 7 this year. DG Jim’s goal—20. “There’s $38,000 in the kitty,” she told us. She and PDG Pam received awards from LCI for beating the Chairman’s challenge with a 5% increase in MJAs during their terms as District Governor .………
Leadership Development Chair Bill Rathbun announced a March 12, 13, & 14, 2004 Emerging Lions Leaders Skills Enhancement Workshop. DG Jim will choose 6 Lions and 6 Lion alternates to send.  PDG Bill mentioned that for the past two years, DG’s and VDG’s were all graduates of the program. An advanced version for those who have already gone through the program will be held two weeks later. Mailings will be sent to prospective candidates. He noted that October Club Officer Training was successful and that there will be another session in Spring 2004 for  new Officers………………

The next Advisory Meeting was changed to the 8th of December.  A full meeting of the Midwinter Conference is scheduled for 12-15-2003 at the Best Western in West Springfield. Lion Bea Turner, Pittsfield, is busy obtaining Ads for the Midwinter Ad book. International Director candidates will be coming to the Midwinter, so expect more hospitality rooms………………
Youth Speech Chair Tom Kowal said the theme this year is, “Who is a hero in my life?” Lion Jim Horton contacted ten schools in Hampden county. Thirty students are interested. Lion Bea Turner has contacted three schools in the Berkshires. No schools from Franklin are participating. Hampshire County has lost one school. Fourteen Clubs and 7 corporate sponsors are sponsoring students with $1,000 raised. Expenses estimated to be $2,600. Lion Horton had posters circulated to schools and libraries. There’s a new school that might become involved. The Home School High School has expressed an interest.………
Webmaster Dennis Waller says he’s not getting enough reports from Clubs. Send him events. Please don’t assume he knows what’s going on. On obituaries, he asks that you tactfully contact someone in the family; what the deceased had done in the Club, notes on service, donations made and more, so that Dennis will be able to send out more informed notices…………….

I had an idea that DG Jim and Webmaster Dennis kindly thought good enough to place on our website. When you visit the website, search for “Military.” You’ll find a page that lists names and addresses of our soldiers now serving. You may write to them, send well-wishes, cards or whatever your heart desires. If you have a relative or friend who is currently serving, please contact them and ask their permission for information from them to be placed on the page so that we all may share. Contact Webmaster Dennis Waller with your soldier, sailor, or other Service Branch member’s name, address and any helpful information about him or her.  Thank you.…………………………
IPDG Jean informed us that the Orthoptic Clinic has received a tax extension. It now has carpeting, chairs, lenses, computers, and the staff is searching for software. She and Lion Jay Oelrich hope to have a Grand Opening or Open House by the end of December, though February is more likely. The Clinic needs volunteers to help with this renovation…………. 

Emergency Sight and Hearing donations should go to Jean Martin, Marlene DeAngelus or any ESH Director……………..

Our December 8, 2003 guest speaker is from Fidelco Guide Dogs. ID Candidates will speak as well. ……………………….

The State Convention is incorrect in the Directory. It will be held on May 7, 8 and 9, 2004, Mothers’ Day weekend………..

VDG Greg spoke about visiting the Perkins School for the Blind and the Eyemobile Meeting. He said that even though District Y is the smallest District, we are the loudest. He is the LEHP Chair and advised us to check out the LEHP website at:www.lehp.org. It has all kinds of information. Ted Irvin is our State Chairman for LEHP.  VDG Greg also reminded us that the office of VDG is still open for the year 2004, and that eight Clubs have not paid their dues. He mentioned that the cranberry jackets are $70 each, Polo shirts are $15 each. He is ordering in sizes small, medium and large. The Club Activity Reports are coming in well. IPDG Jean added that if you receive two or more Lions Magazines, consider dropping one or donating one to your local library or doctor’s office.……………………..
Sixteen  Acres Bus carried Lions to tour the Schepens Institute. Channel 40 rode along. Lion Dave Shields noted that he had talked with  Kathy Tobin and volunteered to ask her if Schepens could have a copy of their tape of the tour.…………………

Lion Jim Horton is working on involving us with the Holyoke St. Patrick parade in March, as well as the Northampton 350th Celebration parade in June.  ………………………….

Lion Dick Schmith of Williamsburg donated a flag holder that he had made to District Governor Jim.  Do you think he felt sorry for the Governor and his flag setup?

	


Congratulations to the Adams Lions on their 3 new members and their project “Movies Under the Stars”.
Agawam Lions have 3 new members, but they’re noted for something else. Move over Tyson®, Purdue® all of you Chicken Expert Wannabe’s. If you want to know chicken, visit the Agawam Lions at the Big E. These guys know chicken!

Belchertown Lions know French Fries and Grinders which are a big hit at the Fair.  

Charlemont Lions have Yankee Doodle Days, a newsletter that has received an Honorable Mention Award, Dave Shields and his Information Board, last year’s Best Small Club and more.  

Cheshire Lions have 4 new members and one Life Member.  

Cummington Lions fought the rain at their annual Road Stop.  They also have a sitting VDG/CST, but he’s not around much.  

Dalton Lions have 1 new member and did very well at the August Fair and at their Golf Tournament.  

Deerfield Lions are busy. They DO have IPDG Jean so it goes without saying nobody will be sitting on their hands in that Club: Antique Car Show, Eyemobile, Barbeques, Craft Fairs, Big E Parade, Franklin Fair, Membership training, on and on.

East Longmeadow Lions had fun at the July Carnival, worked a booth in the Vermont Building at Big E, gave away 2 Scholarships to Longmeadow High, got a picture on Channel 40 News, Schepens. Watch out Deerfield, a contender!

Easthampton Lions have Jay Oelrich.  He, Dennis Waller (Northampton) and Diane Daley (Williamsburg) are experts when it comes to newsletters.  All three are very professional and imaginative. Easthampton also has a sitting District Governor. I want to know more about the joint Lions/Kiwanis/Rotary Steak Roast that the Kiwanis hosted.  Is it an annual affair?  

Granby Lions have 1 new member and a 50th Anniversary.  

Greenfield Lions had a successful Country Fair. Approximately 1,000 pairs of glasses were donated through the Zone Chair.

Hadley Lions generously donated to Hopkins Academy for their Band trip.  

Hampden Lioness put out a wonderful flier done by Amy Scott for their Membership Recruitment Night, October 21, 2003.  How did it go, Ladies?   

Hampden Lions have 2 new members.  

Hatfield Lions, let us know how the Dan Barry Memorial 5 Mile Road Race on November second turned out.  

Hinsdale Lions, Thank you again for hosting the First Advisory Meeting.  Hinsdale is a very busy Club—weekly Bingo, host of ESH, donating to the Food Pantry, taking part in the Hinsdale Community Day, Craft and Bake sales, Christmas Trees, many, many projects.  

Huntington Lions ran a triumphant Motorcycle Rally.  

Lanesboro Lions, what, who, when is a Catering Auction?  

Lee Lions, thank you for the masses of glasses that were turned in and for participating in the Founder Days parade.  
Leo Club of Hoosac Valley puts us all to shame.  They have 163 members or so, work Adams Hi-Jinx Fair, Jimmy Fund, Cheshire Cruiz Night, Movies Under the Stars, Adams/Cheshire Youth Center, Adams/Cheshire Educational Fund, Quinn’s Legacy to name only a few of their projects. 
Ludlow Lions membership has remained at a steady number. 

Montague-Irving Lions is our smallest Club, but they’re very active in their community.  They also donate to the Clarke School and to local high school football.  

Northampton Lions.  Wait a minute.  I have to draw a deep breath.  Here goes: Adopt a Highway, Kid Care Photo and I.D., Fire truck with South Hadley in town’s 250th Celebration Parade, Antique Car Show, Habitat for Humanity, Ski & Skate Sale, parking cars at Hot Air Balloon show.  They worked for 454 ½ hours at the Antique Car Show.  They raised more money than I have fingers and toes combined a lot of times.  “Half of the profit is earmarked for our Habitat for Humanity Fund to build a house in 2005!!! We are on our way to raising another roof in Northampton!”  They certainly are.  

Pelham Lions also do Chicken Barbeques.  They proved it at the Belchertown Fair in August.   

Pittsfield Lions have 2 new members.  Their big projects include a lot of Can and Bottle Drives and Canister collecting.  

Shelburne Falls Lions sell brooms, mints and fruitcakes. On November 19th they held a free local Seniors Dinner.  

South Hadley put on their Columbus Day Grinder Sale.  Has anyone noticed how much, as Lions, we deal in food?  

Southampton Lions visited the Boston Cancer Clinic.  I’d like to know more about the trip.  

Springfield 16 Acres has 1 new member.  They have a well-maintained Lions Park, have sold out the trip to Mohegan Sun (more trips are scheduled for next year), their trip to Schepens was shared with Channel 40 and their first Membership Night was held on  November 11.   

Stockbridge Lions are great with canisters and eyeglasses.  

West Springfield Lions spent 17 days working at the Big E.  

Williamsburg Lions picked up two new members from July to October.  They do Lions Calendars, helped at the Deerfield Auto Show, catered the Amherst High School Reunion, worked the Grange Fair, painted an elder’s house with help from United Way, put on a Spaghetti Supper and still found time to visit other Clubs. 

	


New member orientation is scheduled for 1-12-2004, 6 pm—Bluebonnet, King Street, Northampton. Cost is $6.50. Meeting begins at 6:20 pm. Contact IPDG Jean Martin by email: JWMARTINHL@YAHOO.COM or 413/774-5925. New members are accepted as well as members who have joined in the past 10 years, because it often takes a while to get to know Lions. Jim Allen, Chris Waller and Jean Martin will be trainers; a guest trainer will elaborate on State level items. The meeting is expected to end by 9 pm. ……………………..

Clara Barton training is An Emerging Lions Skills Enhancement Workshop taking place on March 12, 13, 14, 2004. Cost is $75 per person. Contact District Governor James Gracia as he is choosing 6 Lions to go to the workshop and 6 alternates.………
Membership Fee Waivers   As of April 12, 2003:  
Established Clubs: If two Spouses join concurrently, the first spouse pays the full entry fee of $25.  The second pays 1/2 or $12.50.  This offer ends on July 1, 2006.  For a surviving spouse--$25. The entry fee for a surviving spouse of a deceased Lion in good standing with ten (10) or more years of membership service is waived if spouse is invited into membership.     Spouse of Lion: $25 entry fee for spouse of current member of established Club who joins an established Lions Club in the fiscal year 2003-2004 will be waived.  This offer ends on July 1, 2004.  

Lioness: Current and Past Lionesses will have entry fee of $25 waived when they are invited to join an established Club. The offer ends June 30, 2004.    

Charter Club: If two spouses join a Charter Club concurrently, the first spouse pays the full charter fee of $30.  The second spouse pays 1/2 the fee or $15.  This offer ends July 1, 2006.
Lioness: Current and past Lionesses will have the charter fee of $30 waived when they are invited to join a charter Club.  This offer ends  June 30, 2004.     

Campus Club:  Induction Waiver  The entrance fee of $25 for an established Club or charter Club fee of $30 is waived for registered students on college and university campuses who are invited into membership.  Ongoing offer.

Club Branch:   Transfer Fee    Branch members who partake in growing the branch into a charter (20 member minimum) Club do not pay the $20 transfer fee.   Ongoing offer. 

Fee-Waived Club: Any Club branch formed in a Club category that has been granted an induction fee waiver (i.e. campus Club) will itself be granted an induction fee waiver.    Ongoing offer.   

Leo Club: Fee Waiver    A current or past Leo in good standing, of legal majority, will have the entrance fee of $25, charter fee of $30 waived when invited to join a Lions Club. Ongoing offer.………………

Dr. David Hunter, Head of Ophthalmology at Boston Children's hospital, is currently developing a Pediatric Vision Screener which is like a laser gun aimed between a child's eyes to determine if a child's eyes are focusing or not. It works with all children, including babies and is completely painless. If problems are caught and fixed sooner, some children may be helped before they begin school. A young child doesn't know if he or she can see well or is unable to tell a doctor if there is a problem with vision. Dr. Hunter has indicated that once the Screeners are in production, he’ll donate one to each District’s Eyemobile. MLER has given him a grant of $75,000 for each of the past two years for this research, and he feels it's a great way to give back to the Lions………..

From IPDG Jean Martin: “I just wanted to let you know that I got a surprise package in the mail from PP J. Frank Moore III. Although it’s directed to me, I wouldn’t have received it without the help of all the members of the District 33Y Lions Family. Besides receiving a nice LCIF post-it note holder and a personal letter from Lion Moore, which states in part: ‘You and your District have earned this award by meeting my 2002-2003 Chairperson's Challenge. As you recall, the Chairperson's Challenge was to increase your District's donations by 5% from the previous year.’ I also received a personal certificate of appreciation from LCIF. Thank you so much for putting in the extra effort to again beat a goal that was presented to us last year. I knew we had more MJF (17), but total LCIF donations is what made this award a reality to our District. Again our Lions Family came through for us/me, and I am so proud of them, and happy to be part of this family. HUGS, KISSES & LOVE TO ALL!   IPDG Jean…………………..

A sample of some important items on the LCI website. Do yourself a favor and find out about them.                                             


   2004 Worldwide Induction Day

               District and District Campus Club Chairpersons

   Hearing Aid Recycling Program


Lions Eye Banks

 
  (U.S.) President’s Volunteer Service Award 
Attend Lions Day with the UN 

  Promote Diabetes Awareness


The Lions InterClub Program 


                                      Lions sponsored Girl Scout Troops


What is an International Director?

There are 32 international Directors representing almost 1.4 million Lions in the world.  Fifteen directors are from the United States; eight elected one year and seven the following year.  The term of an ID is for two years.  To be a candidate for International Director, a Lion must be endorsed by his or her fellow Lions at the District and multiple District levels.  The ID candidate is elected at the International Convention by delegates from throughout the world.  The International Director has two responsibilities: 1) to adequately represent the interests of a specific area of the world, and 2) to do what is best for the association as a whole.

Duties of an International Director   An International Director is expected to:
1. Inspire, motivate, and educate

2. Promote the International program and its goals

3. Stress the importance of Membership

4. Encourage internationalism in thought and deed

5. Promote LCIF and its programs

6. Attend International Board of Directors meetings (4 per year) and serve on Board Committees to which he or she is assigned 

	



	


Candidate for International Director


A History of Service                         A Focus on the Future
Dr. Dorman “Pick” Picklesimer

I would appreciate your support.

	



	




	


LCIF Helps Develop Hearing Aid   LCIF is helping to develop the world's finest low-cost hearing aid. The long-range plan is for Lions worldwide to take a leading role in improving the lives of millions of hearing impaired people. LCIF has approved US $600,000 for the Lions Affordable Hearing Aid Project (AHAP) to design, manufacture and distribute a high-quality, low-cost hearing aid. AHAP is moving forward steadily. A digitally programmable hearing aid developed, a manufacturing and distribution site established in southern India, successful clinical trials conducted in the United States and a fulfillment center planned for New Jersey (USA). Hearing-impaired people are an overlooked population, especially in developing countries. The World Health Organization estimates that at least 250 million people have a disabling degree of hearing impairment. The average cost of a hearing aid, US $1,450 in 2000, is prohibitively high for the poor. Only 12 percent of the 6 million hearing aids sold in 2000 were sold in developed countries, which is home to 70 percent of the global population. AHAP is manufacturing the hearing aids for US $40 to $50. Its price will range from $0 to US $500 depending on a client's ability to pay. The income realized from sales in wealthier countries will subsidize the cost in poor countries. Lions will be the exclusive distributor of the hearing aid to all Lions' groups and all U.S. non-profit groups.  Many Lions clubs currently provide either low-cost refurbished hearing aids or high-priced new hearing aids to the deaf in their communities. AHAP will allow Lions to deliver new high-quality hearing aids to those who cannot afford them. The hearing aids are being made in India at Aurolab, a world leader in manufacturing affordable medical technology. 

The Contributing Membership of LCIF  program is an annual program that recognizes three levels of support: US $20, US $50 and US $100. New pins are available each year. Contributing membership donations are used to support LCIF grant programs. Contributing Memberships are a great vehicle for making a difference in the lives of others:  US $20 can provide cataract surgery in Africa and South Asia.; US $50 can support a diabetic retinopathy eye exam in developing countries; US $100 can make possible a low vision eye exam and glasses in the industrialized world. US $1,000 can provide a vital surgical tool. Contributions can be made by completing the Contribution Form/MJF form (LCIF-42) found on the LCI Website under “Publications” or contact IPDG Jean @ jwmartinhl@yahoo.com
Subject: Help The Food Bank this holiday season If you wield paper, scissors and ribbon like a pro (or just love to wrap), then The Food Bank needs you! We're wrapping presents down at Thorne's Marketplace in downtown Northampton during the holiday season and we need help! This is a great opportunity for a group of friends, a club or organization, a dorm or co-workers to have fun and help The Food Bank raise funds. We are looking for teams to "sponsor" a shift. We'll put up a sign that says, "Today's gift wrappers are the employees of (your company name)" and we'll supply tape, scissors, and paper. All you and your group need to do is show up and wrap. Teams are encouraged to wear t-shirts or uniforms identifying you and you may put out literature about your organization as well. Tentative dates/times:. Thursday December 11th  and 18th  4-8 pm. December 19th 4-8 pm, December 20th 12-8 pm, Sunday December 21, 12-4 pm December 18-24, 4-8 pm     Fern Spierer, Events and Volunteers/ The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts/ PO Box 160/ Hatfield, MA 01038   413-247-97838 ext 106

Here’s a little tidbit that was aired on Thursday morning on NBC’s Today Show:

“EYE CARE PROGRAMS     Best Community Resource     Lions Clubs

 The best way to learn about free or discounted eye care or eyeglasses programs in your community is to call your local Lions Club. Lions Clubs are recognized worldwide for their service to the blind and visually impaired. This service began in 1925 when Helen Keller challenged the Lions to become “knights of the blind in the crusade against darkness.”  Lions Clubs services and eligibility requirements will vary depending on where you live. For more information call your local Lions Club chapter or call Lions Club International at 1-800-747-4448 or visit www.lionsclubs.org. LensCrafters Gift of Sight: Partners with Lions Clubs and offers free vision screening and new glasses to people in need. They also offer an OutReach program where LensCrafters volunteers visit nursing homes, hospitals and senior centers to adjust eyewear, and provide free vision screenings. For more information call your local LensCrafters store or call 1-800-541-LENS or visit www.lenscrafters.com.”

Thank you, Anne Curry!

33Y LIONS ROAR

Lions Prentice

87 South Street, 

Cummington MA   01026-9501
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In Memoriam:




Lion Neil H. Alderman 

 South Hadley Lions Club 




Lion Ed Baronas  


 Deerfield Lions Club




Lion Raymond Bush  

 Huntington Lions Club 




Lion Fred Couture  

 Adams Lions Club




Lion Stanley Fyrc  

 Adams Lions Club 




Lion Jack Kelley    

 South Hadley Lions Club   




Lion Robert F. Muldoon 

 Longmeadow Lions Club




Lion PDG Ken Phillips 

 Southwick Lions Club




Lion David Wood                       Lanesboro Lions Club
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