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Greetings from your District Governor!

There’s a change in the air these days, and it’'s not just the lazy hazy summer days to those of
crisp cool autumn ones. It's a change in Lions. Yes, a subtle change, but one worth continuing. I've
visited twelve clubs already and I must admit a swelling sense of pride in those visits. I've been greeted
with great enthusiasm and excitement. I've seen prospective members, new members, and even
inducted a few members. | witnessed and participated in several outstanding club projects. The Lions
and clubs are working hard serving others. District 33Y is off to a great year and I'm proud to be serving
you.

In October I'm asking clubs to pay special attention to membership growth. The three clubs in our
district which achieve the highest net increase in membership will not only be recognized with October
Membership Growth Award banner patches, but will also be prominently recognized in THE LION Magazine
and on the LCI website. Presenting an active, youthful, diverse face to our communities today, will help
ensure that Lions Clubs of the future will have the ability to bring capable, dedicated individuals on board
as new members. We have a tremendous staff of knowledgeable and dedicated Lions able to assist you
with this. The Region and Zone Chairpersons, along with the Membership, Extension, and Retention
Chairpersons can help you as little or as much as you need. Please call upon their help, they are there for
youl!

International President Mahendra Amarasuriya’s Challenge to change program is sparking Lion
Clubs to “re-brand” themselves. We’'re asking clubs to reflect on who we are and determine what we will
become. Are the projects you're running still useful? Are you reaching the needs of your community? If a
time traveler were to travel from 1950 to today they would be astonished and amazed at all the changes.
Think of them; microwaves, satellite television, cell phones, space travel, but yet if that same time travel
were to visit a Lion’s club there would be no change. I’'m not saying to change for the sake of change, but
make your meetings fun and exciting. Think outside the box. How about a party or dance instead of your
typical meeting? Maybe some trivia and games? People join Lions to help others and have fun, not to
attend boring meetings. Meetings are a necessity so make the most of them!

I can’t say enough about how happy | am at our progress in just these few summer months. Now
that fall has arrived and clubs are back to regular schedules, I’'m waiting to be awed by your continued
efforts. As always, remember to S.M.l.L.E. and have fun!

Yours In Lionism
DG Dennis
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..make sure your club is
...join a committee and current on reports, dues and
make a difference fines.....

...bring in at LEAST
one new member.....

...send a get-well card or

..learn how to use a computer...
i sympathy card to someone

4| who needs it.....

..... send WebMaster Dennis Waller
information about your club and
your projects.....

...call a member of your club
whom you haven't seen at meetings
or projects in a while.....

...be mentioned in the
Lion Magazine.....

...hold a "think tank" in your
club where NO idea is too silly,
crazy, stupid, etc..... |l |l ... come up with challenges
to put on this page next for
the next Bulletin.....

dh;? a fellowtl__lotn, tI_f:onesslgr Leo ask someone to become a
an en go out into the wor
LIONI!.....

with open arms to hug others
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_SCAMMING THE INTERNET LION? §*

&

Along with being the Easthampton Lions President
and Orthoptic clinic computer geek, | am finding
myself wearing another Lion "hat" via my web
site, www.TheWiredLion.com. As many of you
know, this site is dedicated to helping the personal
and small business PC user have a "safe, simple &
fun" computer experience.
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The “Your account information needs to
be verified” Phishing” email is a very common
attempt at identity theft. Most of these emails come
from unknown banks but | have also seen them
“representing” Bank of America and the bank that
has my mortgage! When you click on the link in
the email you are usually taken to a fairly official
and genuine looking web site filled with logos,
information and boxes to fill in your account data.
Beware! A peek at the top of your screen may
reveal that you have really “been taken” to see a
site you have never heard of! The last two | have
checked out originated in England and Russia!

Many of you have contacted me with supicious
emails you have received and | have sent
personal and "global” emails back about the
results of my investigations. There are 3
particularly nasty types of scam emails floating
around right now that | would like to tell you
about, one of them is pointed directly at
Lions!
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We Serve

| —
Never respond to any unsolicited

email asking you for personal information
no matter who it comes from! You can
delete it, go online and get the actual bank
email address and report it, and/or send it to
me to investigate and report to the proper
authorities.

I ran into an amazing twist on this ||
theme recently. The sender claimed to ‘

be an assassin hired to kill the contact
by a friend of the contact (follow that?)!
The assassin was willing to negotiate for a
higher payment NOT to do the deed
($3000) and to prevent other contracts
from being initiated (another $3000)! A
response to this type of email results in
instructions to send a money order to an
off-shore account and the theft is complete.

The Extortion/Blackmail email is slightly less common. The scammer sends out a “blanket” i|1
email to thousands claiming to have pictures of “your secret love affair” or other embarrassing

information. They hope to hit one guilty soul who will send them money. m
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The “Barrister Andrew Allen” (BAA) 4 p
scam usually targets civic groups and has been
reported by many Lions, Rotarians and even pet-
lover groups! BAA and his supposed parent law (
firm, Travers Roland Braithwaite & Partners,
are associated with the so-called “419” scam.
Victims of the scam are promised a large amount of \ J
money (a lottery prize, inheritance, money sitting in
some bank account, etc) and then are tricked into [\
sending their money to the criminals. These bad ™
guys hide their real identity and location by using

fake names and fake postal addresses as well as BAA either resides in or has strong
communicating via anonymous free email accounts contacts in the UK. His email addresses you
and mobile phones. by name with the title Lion (a common mail

merge utility) and presents that his late
client, Lion Bill Russel (one L at the end) of
England has passed and his bequest makes
you, as a fellow Lion of distinction, heir to a
huge amount of money ($3.1 mil is common).
There is a long story about dear Lion Bill
followed by a request for your “biodata” to
confirm YOUR identity prior to the
disbursement (note that the scam starts off
with an identity theft ploy).

| adopted an alias, with the help of another
friendly Lion, and responded with my own set of
fake information and a life story filled with violins
and tissues! At one point BAA even called me on
my cell phone! The initial ploy was that a “diplimat”
(BAA had horrible grammar and spelling skills)
would be deployed by the English Bank with the
funds and | would be responsible for the travel fees
(about $1500-2000) when he arrived. The face to
face meeting seemed risky and odd for them to
approve of and, sure enough, the ploy then
changed! | was instructed to send $500 to cover
the fee of a “security company” via Western Union
to BAA’s personal assistant in London. Just a hame
and London as the address!

[ I think you get the picture, yes? This scam has been report to the authorities and to LCI. m

The most important thing you can do with a - - -
suspicious email is NOT RESPOND! If you are There is more information about these scams on
unsure. send the email to me at www.TheWiredLion.com along with information

JayOelrich@TheWiredLion.com and | will be happy about safe kids web sites, parental monitoring
to help you. of computers, even PC humor! You will also find

pages for the Berkshire Talking Chronicle and
il the Mass. Miracle Lions Cyber Club project. |
hope the information will help you.

"Keep it Safe, Simple and Fun!"

PzC Jay Oelrich




